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Edward Ruscha was born in Omaha, Nebraska in 1937.
  In 1956 he moved to Los Angeles to study art and design at the Chouinard Art Institute (now The California Institute of the Arts).  Ruscha first became well known for his drawings and photographs of common objects and Americana.  I was first introduced to Ruscha’s work in Los Angeles where I encountered “Every Building on the Sunset Strip”
 in a glass case; Every Building… was a self-published book (very few copies exist now) of exactly what its title describes.  The methodical aspect of his photographs fascinated me, as well as the time capsule he created by meticulously documenting something that was mostly considered uninteresting but today is fascinating to look back on.  Ruscha published a number of books of photographs in the mid to late sixties, most self-published in very small runs, and almost always depicting places where people go without the people: gas stations, apartment buildings, store fronts.  While today Ruscha is best known for his 70’s era drawings featuring prominent lettering on unusual and abstract backgrounds, there is no question photography has had a profound influence on his art.
  Recently Ruscha has returned to photography, re-shooting every building on the Hollywood strip in color as it is now to accompany negatives he shot in 1973.
  Ruscha’s photography emphasizes the way people interact with their surroundings by removing the very people that interact – in one interview when discussing a set of photos of parking lots Ruscha commented that he was more interested in the oil stains in the parking lots (indicating which spaces were used the most) than the design of the lots themselves.
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