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  William Wegman & His Weimaraners

William Wegman was born in 1943 in the city of Holyoke, Massachusetts. He attended the Massachusetts College of Art and graduate in 1965 with a BFA in painting. He proceeded to enroll in the Masters painting and printmaking program at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and subsequently received an MFA in 1967. Initially aspiring to pursue a career in painting, Wegman taught at many universities, but his interests led him to photography and videography. 

While teaching at California State University, Long Beach, Wegman found himself a dog, Man Ray. Man Ray soon became the main character of Wegman’s film and photographs—Man Ray, a Weimaraner, was recognized for his stoic presence, and even named “Man of the Year” in 1982. After moving to New York, Wegman acquired another pup, Fay Ray, who also became a star in his work. Wegman’s cast grew further when Fay Ray had a litter in 1989 as did her daughter in 1995. 


Wegman’s use of the Polaroid 20 x 24 camera was distinctive, as were the subjects of his work. This quirky aspect of his art along with his unique talent and well-behaved friends helped him reach the reputation and level of fame he has earned; his work, including photos, videos, paintings and drawing are exhibited across the world. His most recent exhibitions went to Japan, Sweden, and California. 


Undoubtedly, Wegman is recognized for the humorous and soulful compositions of his Weimaraners. The dogs are dressed up in costumes and photographed in varies poses. His work has appeared on shows such as Sesame Street and Saturday Night Live, as well as commercials and advertisements.

I chose to imitate the work of William Wegman because his work touches a softer spot in my heart and I appreciate it on a personal level. My family has owned four Weimaraners in my lifetime including our current loyal friend, Barclay. These dogs, just as any other breed, truly have a unique personality worth acknowledging—Wegman does just that. Each of his photos has immense character and is thoroughly enjoyable to any audience. The Colorful costumes and artistic effects show his creativity.
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The photographs which truly stand out to me are the more sensitive and touching portrayals of these loving pets. Owning a dog of this breed requires a great deal of energy and devotion, but despite the playful and feisty attitude of my Weimaraner, these remind me of the amorous gaze on Barclay’s face at the end of the day.         
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Sources:
http://www.pbs.org/art21/artists/wegman/index.html

http://photography.about.com/library/dop/bldop_wwegma.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Wegman_(photographer)
