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Project Proposal: Stock Investment

1. Our application we are working on provides a user interface for users to analyze specific industries in the stock market to assist them in their investments. It will provide a general overview of the ups and downs in the current market for companies. It will give information about real-time quotes, snapshots, news, and more in relation to the company.

2. We are designing a new application.

3. We wish to provide a web-based graphical interface that shows in a compact form the overview of the market in semi-real-time, meaning we give a snapshot of the database at any point in time based on industry. We want the interaction style to be a weighted block-based visual map of the market that is easy to understand and navigate by the users. Interaction with the backend will be accomplished by using Java and making queries to a database.

4. An application like it that already exists is Map of the Market at http://www.smartmoney.com/marketmap/. This is a graphical interface. Another application like it is at http://biz.yahoo.com/ic/. This is a text-based interface. We want to create an interface that is a balanced blend of these two interfaces.

5. We think that creating a blend between a graphical and a textual interface will provide a unique insight into various industries within the stock market.

6. Our primary users will be a range of investors who would like to visualize the stock market in terms of entire sectors. We believe pertinent users would include day and short-term traders, potential investors.

7. Volunteers:

a. Kathy Wang - short-term trader

b. Steven Lothrop - day trader

c. Jih-Chiou Hser - long-term trader
d. Evan Kuo - potential investor
